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Amendments to the Specification 



In the paragraph starting on page 3, starting with "To solve the above and other 
problems," please amend as the following: 

To solve the above and other problems, according to the current invention, a 



ef~eek>F ; ¥&ta^ — &)-appya?d^^ based 
u p on a sece ndr n u mber of co l or va lue s so as to generat e -appgexknated color image data, 
^^eeeB4^m^^^^^mB^-^mh^^ first number; c) processin g the ap p roximated 

d)-e*riptrtt^ 

date- an image processin g apparatus, including: a reader module for inputting original 
image d ata includin g a pixel color value for each pixel represented by a first 
predetermined number of n bits in an original image, the reader module approximating 
the pixel color value into a second predetermined number of m bits while performing 
error dif fusion so as to ge nerat e app roximated color image data, the m bits being smaller 
than the n bits; a va riable length encoder u nit co nnected to the reader module for variably 
compressin g the approximated co lor image data to generate further approximated color 
image data before transmitting the further approximated color image data; a variable 
length dec oder unit con nected to the variable len g th encoder for variably decompressing 
the further approximated color image data back to the approximated color image data so 
that each pixel is represented, by the m bits; and an image processing/reproduction 
module connected to the variable length decoder for processing the approximated color 
image data for performin g a combination of image processing, intensity correction and 
color correction so as to generate processed approximated color image data, the image 
process i ng/reproduction module o utputti ng a reproduced image based upon the processed 
approximated color image data. 
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In the paragraph starting on page 4, starting with "According to a second aspect of the 
current invention," please amend as the following: 

According to a second aspect of the current invention, -araaethed-ef effici e ntl y 

^epmduemg- color ima ge r inclu des4ke-steps of :-a) compr essing pixel co l o r ■ v a lu es -mte- 
eeaapgessed-color image -4ata--^ 

number' of colors in. an in put i ma ge ; b) image processing the-eompressed-eel or im age d ata 
to generate proce ss ed cefRp^essed-dafe; c) con v erting the proeessed-eemp^ssed data to 
output process e d color image data; and 

d~^f : €5-|3f : 0d a method oi 

imagg processing, includin g the steps o f: inputting or igi nal image data including a pixel 
c olor value for each pix el represented by a fir st p redet e rmined number of n bits in an 
original image; approximating the pixel color value into a second predetermined number 
of m bits while performing error diffusion so as to generate approximated color image 
data, the m bits bein g smalle r than the n bits ; v a riably compressing the approximated 
color i mage data to gener ate further approximated color ima ge data before transmitting 
the furt her approxim a ted col or image data: transmitting the further approximated colo r 
i mage data from a fi rst location to a second location; receiv ing the further ap p roximated 
color image data at the sec o nd location; variably decom pressing the further approximated 
color image data back to the approximated color image data so that each pixel is 
represented by the m bits; processing the approximated color image data for performing a 
combination of image processing, intensity correction and color correction so as to 
generate p roce s sed app roximated color i mage data; and outputting a reproduced i mage 
based upon the p rocessed appr oximated color image data. 
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In the paragraph starting on page 4, starting with "According to a third aspect of the 
current invention," please amend as the following: 

According to a third aspect of the current invention, ar systeffl -fef- eeler 4 mag€ 



een-nccted to t^i^p^m^ values into approxi m ated 

eete* image-datargepy^^ of color s , the second n u mbep-beiag 

smaller 4haa -the fest-n umber; - a processing unit conn e cted to the approximation unit for 
pr oc e s sing t h e approximated color-image data so as to g en e r ate processed-approximated 
color image data; and an ou t put unit connected to the processing unit for outputting an 
ima^e - tesed^ an im age p roc essing 

system, including: a transmission, side including; a reader module for inputting original 
image data including a pixel color value for each pixel represented by a first 
p redetermined number of n bits in an original image, the reader mod ule approxi matin g 
the pixel colo r value into a second p redetermined number of m bits while performing 
e rror diffusion so as t o g enerate approx imat ed color image data, the m bi ts being smaller 
than the n bits; a variable length encoder unit connected to the read er module for variably 
co mpressi ng the appro xim ated color image data to generate further appr oxim a ted co lor 
image data befor e transmitting the further ap proximated color image data; and a reception 
side operationally connected to the transmission side including; a variable length decoder 
unit for variably decompressing the further ap proxi mated color image data back to the 
approximated color i mage data so that each pixel is rep resented by the m bits; and an 
i mag e p rocessi ng/rep roduction module operationally connected to the vari able length 
decoder unit for processing the approximated color image data for performing a 
com bination of ima ge processing, intensity correction and color correction so as t o 
gener ate processed app roximated color image data, said image processing/reproduction 
module o utputting a re pr oduced image based upon the processed approximated col or 
i mage d ata. 
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In the paragraph starting on page 4, starting with "According to a fourth aspect of the 
current invention," please delete the following: 



in to c ompassed e e l e^ of colors than -orig ina l 

number of color s in an inpitf-imagc; an image pro cess in g un it connected to the 
expressio n unit f or image processing the co m pressed color image- da ta4e-generate 
proeessed - eompressed -^a 

con v ert ing^ data;- and ■ a n 

eetp^Hmk- et^^ rep re due i ng -^ifflage-tesed-HpeB---^ 





